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1421 Orange Place N rtfa 
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APPLICABLE RULES AND STATUTES 



B7 CFR 2.56. DUTY OF DISCLOSURE - INFORMATION MATERIAL TO PATENTABIUTY (AppUeabU Portion) 

(a) A patent by its veiy nature is affected wiOi a public interest Hie public interest is best served, and the most 
effective patent examination occurs MAiea, at the time an application is being examined, die Office is aware of and valuates the 
teachings f all infonnation material to pat^tability. Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application 
has a duty of candor and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disci se to the Office all information kn wn 
to that individual to be material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose information exists with respect to each 
pending claim until the claim is canceled r withdrawn from consideration, r the i^lication becomes abandoned. Inf rmati n 
material to the patentability of a claim that is canceled or withdrawn from consideration need n t be submitted if the information is 
not material to die patentability f any claim remaining under consideration in die application. There is no duty to submit inf rmation 
wliich is not material to the patentability of any existing claim. The duty to disclose all inforination known to be material to 
patentobility is deemed to be satisfied if all information known to be material to pat^tability of any claim issued in a patent was cited 
by the Office or submitted to die Office in the manner prescribed by §§ 1.97(bHd) and 1,98. However, no patent will be granted 
n an application in connection with which fraud on the Office was practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was vi lated 
through bad foith or intentional misconduct The Office encourages i^yplicants to carefully examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search r^rts of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) the closest information over vAddti individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent 
application believe any pending claim patentability defines, to make sure that any material inf rmation 
contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

Information relating to the following fiEu^tual situations enumerated in 35 USC 102 and 103 may be considered material under 37 CFR 
1.56(a). 

35U.S.ai02. CONOmONS FOR PATENTABUJJY. NOVELTY AND LOSS OF RIGHT TO PATENT 
A person shall be oitiUed to a patent unless — * 

(a) the invCTtion was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication 
in this or a foreign country, before the invention diereof by the applicant for patent, or 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of the i^licati<m for patent in the United States, or 

(c) he has abandoned the invention, or 

(d) the invoition was first patrated or caused to be pat^ted, or was the subject of an inventor's certificate, by the 
applicant or his legal rqiresentatives or assigns in a foreign country prior to the date of the application for patent in this country on 
an i^iplication for patent or inventor's certificate filed more than twelve months before the filing of the i^lication in the United 
States, or 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for pat^t by another filed in the United States 
before the invention thereof by the iqiplicant for pat^t, or on an international applicaticm by another who has fulfilled the 
requirem^its of paragraph (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this tide before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or. 

(f) he did not himself invoit the subject matter sought to be pataited, or 

(g) before the applicant's inv^tion thereof the invmtion was made in this country by another ^o had not 
abandoned, suppressed, or concealed it. In determining priority of invention there shall be corisidered not only the respectiv dates 

f conception and reduction to practice of the invention, but also the reasonable diligence of one mIio was first to conceive and last 
to reduce to practice, from a time prior to conc^tion by die odier. 

35U.S.a 203. CONOmONS FOR PATENTABEJTY; NON-OBVIOUS SUBJECT MATTER 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not id^tically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and die prior art are such daat the subject matter 
as a whole woidd have been obvious at die time the invention was made to a pmon having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matt^ pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the mann^ in w^ch the invention was made. 

Subject matter developed by anodier person, which qualifies as prior art only under subsection (f) or (g) of section 
102 of this tide, shall not preclude patratability under this section v/hcre the subject matter and the claimed invention were, at the 
time the invoition was made, owned by the same person or subject to an obligation of assignment to the same person. 

35U.S.C.222. SPECIFICATION (AppUcable Portion) 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of die manner and process of making and. 
using it, in such fidl, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person dolled in the art to which it potains, or with which 
it is most neariy connected, to make and use the same, and shall set todi the best mode conteII^>lated by the inventor of carrying 
ut his invention. 
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